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Research Questions 

What	
  topics	
  do	
  ar-cles	
  containing	
  the	
  phrase	
  “people	
  
smuggler”	
  discuss,	
  and	
  how	
  do	
  they	
  frame	
  the	
  issues	
  they	
  
discuss?	
  	
  
	
  
What	
  themes	
  emerge?	
  	
  
	
  
How	
  are	
  people	
  smugglers	
  &	
  asylum	
  seekers	
  characterized?	
  	
  
	
  
Are	
  asylum	
  seekers’	
  voices	
  included,	
  and	
  the	
  rela-onships	
  of	
  
the	
  smuggled	
  to	
  the	
  smugglers	
  discussed?	
  



Methodology 

Content	
  analysis	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Interviews	
  &	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  deten-on	
  visit	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  

“people	
  smuggler”	
  
	
  
Sept	
  2010	
  –	
  Aug	
  2011	
  



Findings: “Evil” People Smugglers to Blame 



Findings: Asylum Seekers are Victims & Problems 



Findings: Politicized Debate 



                  Perpetuating narrow discourse 
 	
  
•  Framing:	
  Australian	
  na-onal	
  interest	
  
	
  
•  Reliance	
  on	
  official	
  sources	
  
	
  
•  Failure	
  to	
  include	
  the	
  voices	
  of	
  asylum	
  seekers	
  (9.1%)	
  
	
  
•  Prevalence	
  of	
  episodic	
  coverage	
  (94.4%)	
  
	
  
•  Failure	
  to	
  challenge	
  the	
  no-on	
  that	
  asylum	
  seekers	
  are	
  

a	
  problem	
  for	
  Australia	
  (19.6%)	
  



“I	
  and	
  my	
  fellow	
  detainees	
  came	
  in	
  search	
  of	
  freedom	
  a4er	
  
suffering	
  extreme	
  persecu:on	
  in	
  our	
  home	
  countries.	
  What	
  has	
  
shocked	
  us	
  most	
  is	
  that	
  our	
  human	
  rights	
  have	
  been	
  profoundly	
  
violated	
  again,	
  this	
  :me	
  by	
  a	
  country	
  that	
  is	
  supposed	
  to	
  respect	
  
the	
  principals	
  of	
  human	
  rights.	
  If	
  a	
  western	
  country	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  
and	
  get	
  away	
  with	
  it,	
  what	
  hope	
  do	
  we	
  have?”	
  

	
  
-­‐Aamer	
  Sultan,	
  Villawood	
  Deten:on	
  Center	
  

(Silove,	
  Steel	
  and	
  Mollica	
  1436)	
  



Thank you  



Takeaways 

•  Be	
  media	
  skep-cal	
  –	
  compound,	
  subtle	
  framing	
  
effects	
  
	
  

•  Focus	
  on	
  people	
  smugglers	
  	
  
•  ignores	
  fundamental	
  ques-ons	
  
•  underscores	
  framing	
  of	
  problem	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  asylum	
  
seekers	
  arriving	
  to	
  Australia	
  

	
  
•  	
  Interna-onal	
  awareness	
  and	
  advocacy:	
  easier	
  to	
  
recognize	
  injus-ce	
  from	
  a	
  distance	
  

	
  



•  Boswell’s	
  weapons	
  in	
  the	
  struggle	
  for	
  jus-ce	
  

•  Failure	
  of	
  scholarship	
  to	
  enact	
  change	
  
	
  
•  Boomerang	
  effect…	
  

Theories (à ?) Action 



“That’s	
  the	
  key	
  thing…	
  the	
  misinforma-on…	
  the	
  
facts	
  just	
  don’t	
  support	
  the	
  arguments…”	
  

-­‐Sarah	
  Hanson-­‐Young,	
  
Greens	
  Senator	
  for	
  South	
  Australia	
  

	
  

Reserve Slides 



Background: Boat Arrivals to Oz 

4,565	
  
people	
  arrived	
  by	
  boat	
  to	
  Australia	
  in	
  2011	
  
	
  
~85-­‐90%	
  	
  
of	
  boat	
  arrivals	
  are	
  eventually	
  recognized	
  as	
  refugees	
  
	
  
~54,000	
  	
  
visa-­‐overstayers	
  are	
  in	
  Australia	
  illegally	
  



“Australia,	
  with	
  its	
  rela-vely	
  small	
  influx	
  of	
  asylum	
  
seekers	
  has	
  led	
  the	
  way	
  in	
  the	
  strictest,	
  harshest	
  
and	
  most	
  deterring	
  deten-on	
  condi-ons	
  in	
  the	
  
industrialized	
  world”	
  	
  

-­‐Lusher	
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